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Confucian expression of Chinese moder nity appeal: Philosophical
construction of thefirst generation of modern Neo-Confucianism

YANG Hu
(School of Philosophy and Social Development, HuaQiao University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: In terms of Chinese modernity appeal, modern Neo-Confucianism, far from being the opposite of the New
Culture Movement, holds instead an active and affirmative attitude towards it. Neo-Confucian retrospection and
ideological progress of the New Culture Movement lie in that it not only insists on its modernity appeal, but also lays
emphasis on nationalistic expression and Confucian expression, indicating that it, rather than resisting, explores the
implication that Confucianism has for modernity so as to construct modernity by going back to tradition. Such
backward turning, rather than the traditional Confucianism which refers to the existing Confucianism, focuses on
Confucian tradition which is the essence of Confucianism. The first generation of Neo-Confucianism attempts to
deconstruct the traditional Confucianism, to construct political philosophy and ethics with scientific knowledge and
modernity, and to reconstruct Confucian metaphysics as its foundation. Such generalized thinking is embodied in such
philosophical systems as Xiong Shi-li's “New Doctrine of Consciousness,” Feng You-lan's "New Philosophy" and
Zhang Jun-mai's “New Study of Song”. The undertaking of modern Confucianism should on the one hand pay attention
to the conscious recognition that Confucian tradition does not equate traditional Confucianism, and on the other hand to
the basic principle in continuing with modern Neo-Confucianism. As a result, the revival of Confucianism, instead of
resisting modernity, should instead take the insistence on modernity appeal as its requisite condition.

Key Words: The New Culture Movement; modern Neo-Confucianism; modernity appeal, Confucian tradition;

traditional Confucianism
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