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On drama creation of Qingimperial clan

LIANG Shuai
(School of Literature, Henan University, Kaifeng 475003, China)

Abstract: There appeared an aristocratic group of dramatists in Beijing Theatre of the Qing Dynasty who took imperial
clan as major creation entity. In early and mid Qing Dynasty, such dramatists as Yue Duan, Yong En, Dun Cheng, Mian
Kai and You Shan produced Zaju and Chuangi, while in late Qing Dynasty, Zai Kuoting and Pu Xu were the
representatives of Beijing opera playwrights. From the external conditions, nobility mansion of Eight Banners kings has
strong atmosphere for the opera activities, which laid foundation for the frequent involvement in drama creation. From
the writers’ view, recreation was the major creative motivation, and their drama had strong didactic coloring in that at
peace time they made use of drama to sing praise of peace and prosperity of the country but at the critical moment, they
turned the tide. Hence, in the process of creation, both imperial clan and the gatekeeper made joint efforts, not only
helping the imperial clan achieve opera achievement, but also improving the gatekeeper’s proficiency in drama creation.

Key Words: imperial clan dramatists in the Qing Dynasty; creative motivation; creative theme; creative method
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