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On the phenomenon of “ substitution of translation for
literary creation” in contemporary Chinese poetry (1966-1976)

YANG Dongwei
(School of Liberal Arts, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: From the year 1966 to 1976 (the Cultural Revolution), a group of poets whose literary creation was
constrained replaced the poetic creation in the form of poetic translation (abbreviated as "substitution of translation for
creation"). These poems presented completely diverse cultural traits, of which some poems, under the mask of
mainstream cultural perspective, implicitly expressed the translators' sentiments through their translations, while others
completely broke free from the aesthetic constraints at that time. In this way, poets, in a roundabout way, expressed their
various wishes and artistic appeals which could not be told in the cultural context at that time. At the same time, the
existence of this phenomenon reveals the potential image of contemporary poets outside the public space, inherits the
spiritual tradition of intellectuals which has been carried on since the times of May 4th, hence providing another kind of
more tortuous “Speech Paradigm”. From the perspective of translation studies, the phenomenon of “substitution of
translation for literary creation” can manifest its deserved values of thought, culture and literary value.

Key words: the context of the Cultural Revolution; substitution of translation for literary creation; translating poetry;
adherence to art; the spirit of intellectuals
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