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Fishkin’scritique at opportunity “equalization” and
his opportunity pluralism

ZHANG Hu
(Institute of Philosophy, Shandong Academy of Social Science, Ji’nan 250002, China)

Abstract: Fishkin thinks many theories of equality of opportunity usually treat “equalization” as the best paradigm
when thinking about distribution and construction of opportunities. But opportunity equalization is faced with four
problems-the problem of family, the problem of merit, the problem of starting-gate, and the problem of individuality, so
it is an unattainable ideal. He proposes a plan of reconstructing the project of equal opportunities- Opportunity
Pluralism, which emphasizes establishing diverse opportunity frameworks, broadens the “bottlenecks” of creating and
acquiring opportunities in order to make people have more ways of “pursuing human flourishing”. Fishkin points to the
problem often neglected by the theories of egalitarianism justice, that is, what kind of opportunities, and in what
combination, should be made available to people. But it does not mean that we can interpret it beyond distributive
justice.
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