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Theory of Authenticity in the commentary on
Chinese Operain the Ming Dynasty: Also on the commentary as
aresourcefor research on literary thoughts

ZHU Wanshu
(School of Liberal Arts, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: In the commentary on Chinese Opera in the Ming Dynasty, many critics after Li Zhuojun rationally and
self-consciously began to take “authenticity” as the criticism criteria, putting emphasis on authenticity in events,
characters and backgrounds. At the same time, they extended the connotation of authenticity, believing that authenticity
involves representing physical feelings of the people in life, thus being life-like. And after the birth of Tang Xianzu’s
The Peony Pavilion, there arose from critics even more reflections on the relationship between authenticity and art, who
recognized artistic regularities such as “the authentic in the fictitious” or “the more phantom, the more healing, and the
more fictitious, the more authentic”. Meanwhile, these critics started from the authentic point of view and put forward
such concept as “setting the environment”, which enriched the above Theory of Authenticity. Hence, references in the
commentary on Chinese ancient literature should be considered as an important resource for literary thoughts.

Key Words: the Ming Dynasty; the commentary on Chinese Opera; Theory of Authenticity; a resource for thoughts
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