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On the motivation and mechanism of the semantic generation
of the “ba ge’ sentence pattern under the markednesstheory

YU Junhong
(School of Chinese Language and Culture, Nanchang Normal University, Nanchang 330032, China)

Abstract: The “ba ge(#24>)” sentence is one of special sentence patterns in modern Chinese, expressing the
“unexpectedness”. The reason is that “ge” has the function of subjective counter-expectation, stressing the
counter-expectation of the consequence or status caused by action. With the mark being the subjective increment, the
counter-expectation is more prominent. Therefore, the actual information that the “ba ge” sentence pattern expresses
could deviate from the expected information of the speaker, and makes the speaker come into a huge drop in the
psychology, hence realizing the function that the "ba ge" sentence pattern adds special pragmatic meaning. Such a
evolution process can be investigated from diachronic perspective in great detail.

Key Words: “ba ge” sentence; subjective marker; counter-expectation; semantic deviation; psychology drop;
diachronic evolution
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