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A study on the passive marking of double syllables and
itstypological value of Xiangyin dialect in Hunan

CAI Wang

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: The present essay, by taking Xiangyin dialect in Hunan as the research target, and by employing the
perspective of linguistic typology, cognitive linguistics and grammaticalization of dialects, intends to discuss and
demonstrate the source of passive markers of Double Syllables in Chinese dialect and its implication with the double
object sequence of meaning “to give”. Before the formation of the double syllable passive marker, there was a period of
double syllable of verbs meaning “to give”. With the semantic evolution of “to give—causative—passive”, the double
syllables verbs meaning “to give” are prepositioned due to the syntactical reanalysis. In addition, among the implication
relation of the double syllables passive markers and double objectives sequence of verbs meaning “to give”, the double
objectives sequence of verbs meaning “to give” is the core restrictive factor for the formation of the double syllable
passive marker or not. That is to say, if a dialect has double syllables passive marks, then double objectives of meaning
“to give” of will take the opposite word order of “VO [i] O H”, vice versa, the implication relation can be generally
validated by cross-dialects.
Key Words: Xiang-Yin Dialect; double syllable passive marker; double objective structure of meaning to give;
typology
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