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Theidea of seeking “Zhen” of the poetry criticism in the Ming Dynasty

SHAO Xiaolin
(Department of Literature, Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract: In the context of the development of popular literature and Xin Xue in the Ming Dynasty, literati and
scholar-bureaucrats at that time broke through the control of traditional poetry criticisms over the content and degree of
poetry with the idea of “Zhen” (being faithful). As a new valuable standard of poetics in the Ming Dynasty, “Zhen”
subverts to a certain extent the requirements of “Zheng” (being right) of the traditional poetics. The literati and
scholar-bureaucrats in the Ming Dynasty also realized that the boundary of “Zhen” in poetry should be specified, and
that "Beauty" of poetry should also be guaranteed at the same time of seeking "Zhen". Therefore, “Qu” (being
interesting) became an important aesthetic form of poetry in the poetry criticisms in the Ming Dynasty. However, the
poetry criticisms in the Ming Dynasty did not form a new standard to specify “Zhen”. This unstable idea of “Zhen” of
poetry lasted until the modern era. The exploration, use and reflection of “Zhen” in Ming Dynasty poetry criticisms
provided valuable reference for both theory and practice of current poetics. The problems of the border of “Zhen” and
the tension between “Zhen” and “Beauty” also need to be further analyzed.

Key Words: Ming dynasty; poetry criticism; zhen; popular; beauty
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