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Sponsoring state responsibilities at the exploiting stage
on exploitation of mineral resourcesin theinternational sea-bed area

ZHAO Yiyi
(School of International Law, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: The sponsoring state responsibilities include some direct ones such as protecting the marine environment,
and some acquittal ones which mean ensuring the contractor to carry out and abide by the contract in exploring the
international sea-bed area. The Advisory Opinion of the Sea-bed Dispute Tribunal of the International Sea Chamber,
Article 17, basically clarifies that the key to the performance and exemption of the sponsoring the state’s obligations is
the formulation and implementation of domestic laws. But before the exploiting stage, there is need for further
negotiation over issues relevant to the range and liabilities that sponsoring state responsibilities should cover. At the
exploiting state, the sponsoring state still mainly resolves to ensure that the contractor should fulfill its obligations,
which are different from the state responsibilities of solving the liability of wrongful acts in international law.
Stipulations about environment protection in Regulations the Development of Mineral Resources in the "Region" (Draft)
involve the sponsoring state responsibilities in protecting the environment, which creates the condition for exploring the
common yet varying responsibilities of sponsoring state system in applying the basic principles of international
environment law. Moreover, articles in Exploiting Sipulations (Draft) involve the sponsoring state responsibilities in
stipulating and carrying out domestic law, which may cause some repeated punishments for the contractor. Therefore,
there is still need for the sponsoring state and the ISA to seek to solve this problem through cooperative negotiations
Key Words: the area; sponsoring state responsibilities; exploration and exploitation; draft regulations on exploitation of
mineral resources in the area
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