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The dance of wearing shackles
—On Zhou Yang and indigenization of Marxist literary theory before
the establishment of the PRC

HU Zhiming, QIN Shigiong, ZHOU Shian

(School of Humanities, Hunan University of Science and Technology,
Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: Zhou Yang’s literary theory and critical activity reflected the course the indigenization of Marxist literary

theory in China, and unified the Marxist-Leninist basic principle and Chinese literary theory diligently. Zhou Yang’s

Realism theory before the founding of the PRC took Marxism literary development view and the practice theory as the

logical starting point. His literary criticism was the combination of his social-political criticism as a statesman and his

aesthetic appreciation as a writer.

Key words: Zhou Yang; Marxism literary theory; indigenization
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