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Safeguar ding the demaocr atic life: A compar ative study
of Dewey’s and Habermas demaocr atic views

XIAO Xiaofang
(School of Marxism, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract: The characteristics of Dewey’s democratic theory lie in that he regards democracy as a way of life, as he
believes that “great community” is the democratic ideal as a way of life. Habermas, by analyzing the function of the
public sphere in the modern democratic practice, focuses on illustrating the mutual relation between deliberative
democracy and communicative power, as well as the rule of law. Safeguarding the democratic life is the common
interest of Dewey’s and Habermas’s political philosophy. Thus, there exists a close relationship between Dewey’s
pragmatic democracy and Habermas’s deliberative democracy in that Habermas expands Dewey’s theories to some
extent. Reflecting critically on the realistic challenges with which Dewey’s and Habermas’s democratic theories are
faced offers important practical significance for us to establish the consciousness of interest community and destiny
community.

Key words: democracy as a way of life; community; education; communicative action; deliberative democracy
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