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Resistance, incor poration and integration: The dialectics between
“heterogeneous’ space and cultural hegemony and capital logic

XIAO Weijing
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract: Foucault’s “heterotopia”, Sawyer’s “the third space”, Lefebvre’s “difference space” all show special attention
to heterogeneous space, which has the characteristics of openness, borderline, resistance and so on. It also has the
potential of revolution because of its being suppressed. But cultural hegemony and capital logic always incorporate and
integrate with heterogeneous space by both suppressing differences and creating or taking advantage of differences, by
both homogenizing heterogeneous factors in ideology and involving it into global capital development through
commercialization. However, heterogeneous space has always been a theoretical exploration rather than practical
strategy, and its relationship with capital logic and cultural hegemony has gone from confrontation, utilization, to
integration. To study the relationship between them, it needs to introduce the dynamic and dialectic perspective, and to
notice self-denial of "differences" as well as the contradiction between the material property of cured space and the
ever-changing property of ideal space.

Key words: heterogeneous space; third space; heterotopias; fractal space; capital logic; cultural hegemony
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