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Lexical developing features in written English of English majors

LIU Wenhui, YANG Zhiqing

(Language and Teaching Technology Institute, Central South University of Forestry and Technology,
Changsha 410006, China)

Abstract: Taking WECCL sub-corpus of SWECCL corpus as samples, and LANCAWAE corpus as reference, this

paper analyzes the written English developing trend of English majors in China. Lexical variation and vocabulary

sophistication are taken as measure indexes. Results show that the trend of written English does not go up continually,

which is different form spoken English, and the less frequency can be found in Chinese students than that of foreign

bilingual and native-spoken students in both indexes.

Key words: corpus; written English; lexical variation; vocabulary sophistication
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