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The moral ground dispute about Marx’ critique of capitalism:
the property of labor or the freedom of labor

ZHENG Yuanye
(Department of philosophy, Peking University, Beijing100871, China)

Abstract: A popular view is that Marx suggests the property grounds on laborer’ labor i.e. the property of labor. Marx,
then, uses it as a moral ground to criticize capitalism. The philosophers, who agree with the suggestion, also point out
that the property of labor is naturalism. If that is true, Marx, then, uses a natural fact as a moral ground. The thesis will
analyze and disprove the point and indicate that Marx criticize capitalism by freedom of labor instead of property of
labor.

Key words: The property of labor; Justice; The freedom of labor
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