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On the expression of discour se stance
of the generic sentence “yige +NP”

YAO Shuangyun, YU Wei

(Research Center for Language & Language Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: In modern Standard Mandarin, the fundamental discourse function of the generic sentence “yige +NP” when

serving as the subject (or topic) is to express the discourse stance, which is often used to convey “epistemic stance” and

“evaluation stance.” And the generic sentence “yige +NP” is used to express the discourse stance by speakers for two

main pragmatic purposes: The first is to broaden the inferential scope of the speaker’s statements and to enhance the

speaker’s personal stance; The second is to establish a shared belief system between the speaker and the listener so that

the communication efficiency could be improved as a consequence. This sentence pattern usually requires the

co-occurrence of three factors of stance, generally accompanied with the transformation of the reference for the

expression of a greater degree of interactive subjectivity.

Key Words: the generic sentence “yige+NP”; stance-taking; the transformation of the reference; interactive subjectivity
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