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Leo Strauss and theissue of liberal state neutrality
LIU Xiaozhou
(Policy and Fiscal Affairs Department, Ministry of Finance of P.R.C., Beijing 100820, China)

Abstract: Strauss criticizes that a liberal state could not protect the rights of minorities, and even could not defend itself
at a critical moment, due to its relativism and “neutral” promise. However, a proper understanding of liberalism
advocates a monism of justice. The state neutrality means remaining neutral between different kinds of good, not
remaining neutral between good and evil. The holding of a monism of justice makes a liberal state able to defend itself
when threatened. In practice, a liberal state can protect both the individual freedom and itself through national
compulsory measures and civil education.

Key Words: liberalism; state neutrality; justice monism; Leo Strauss
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