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Threetrandation ideologiesin Chinese history of translation
XIA Dengshan
(School of English and International Studies, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Scholars in the field of Chinese history of translation have overwhelmingly concentrated on the translation’s
effect on Chinese culture, neglecting how translation has been viewed in the mainstream culture and how such
translation ideologies have evolved. With the quantitative method, the present essay analyzes the lexical collocation and
semantic distribution of the concept of “translation” systematically in The Twenty-four Dynastic Histories and The Draft
History of Qing. Results show that in ancient China, the practice and historiography of translation were censored by the
dominant ideology in the framework of (un)equal cultural communication, and there are overall three distinct
translation ideologies in the official documents of dynastic histories. The translation of Buddhist Sutras and the dynastic
diplomatic translation had co-existed for a thousand years before Song Dynasty but were independent from each other
and the two ideologies behind were mutually immune to a great extent. Compared with the translation activities before
Song Dynasty, the translation between Han Chinese and minority languages in Liao, Jin, Yuan, and Qing dynasties
exerted a stronger impact on the translation ideology, raising the status of translation in political and cultural
communication. It is claimed that the detailed description of the formation and evolution of the three translation
ideologies helps to draw an accurate and comprehensive picture of the general history of translation, the dominant
translation movements, and the cultural going-out in ancient China.

Key Words: history of translation; translation ideologies; framework of cultural communication; degree of visibility
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