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Subversion and challenge to grand discour se:
Theturn of American early film study since the 1980s

XUAN Ning
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract: The paradigm of study in the western humanities has turned towards linguistics and culturology since the
1950s. Under the influence of this tendency, American early movie study in the academic circle has taken the same turn
in research paradigm since the 1980s. Contextualized research background and interdisciplinary research perspective
constitute more open frame for research and emphasize a more exquisite way of telling, which not only makes film
study during this period challenge the traditional grand discourse from such two levels as historical narration of movies
and theoretical reflection, achieving rich fruits, but also supplies new paradigm for the subsequent film study, thus
expanding thoughts and space for research. All of these are of profound significance. But, the turn discloses such
problems in film study as desalinated ontology, pan-culturalization, modernity-oriented interpretation, and the like,
which should invoke criticism and reflection from the academic circle.

Key Words: American early film study; turn of study paradigm; film history; film theory
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