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Poetry and the city: Marianne Moore's New York narration
LIU Xiuyu
(College of Foreign Studies, Liaoning University, Shenyang 110136, China)

Abstract: Modern American literature is closely connected with urban development. Therefore, the relationship among
writers, works and cities has become a specific proposition in modern American literary history. Marianne Moore, a
leading female poet in modern American literature, has written some important poems about New York City. Based on
her different narrative focuses, the present essay divides Moore’s New York poems into three periods: the early period
in pursuit of urban identity, the middle period of diversified aesthetic expression, and the final period of the unity with
the metropolitan spirit. Moore’s New York poetic narration interprets the subtle relationship between the poetess’ career
and urban culture, displays the modern poetic idealism of a certain time in the 20™-century America and broadens the
horizon of American unban literature. It also has some implications to Chinese literature in the course of urbanization.
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