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Separation and integration: Analysis of the system and practice of
industry committee participation in community gover nance

BAN Tao
(Department of Sociology, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Empirical study has found that there exists a paradox in community governance between operation practice
of industry committee and system design which considers it as autonomous right-sustaining organization. The paradox
can also be termed as "existence in name but separation in essence." The reason for the separation lies in that, in the
heterogeneous and fragmented social structure, there lack mutual historical memory and social connection among
proprietors. This results in that the practical operation of the committee goes beyond the community and that selfish
tendency becomes remarkable. To realize integration, the government needs to create Gemeinschaft with interest
relation network as the media to promote the social connection among proprietors, to enhance modern citizens' spiritual
growth, and to improve the citizens' ability of participation and governance.

Key Words: industry committee; right-sustaining; autonomous; profit-sharing community; state-social relation
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