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Transcending “ structural autonomy” : The development of social
or ganizations under the guidance of internality and its enlightenments

Zeng Yan
(School of Marxism, East China University of Political Science and Law, shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: “Structural autonomy” thinking upholds the “independence-autonomy” identity logic, significance pointing
within restraints of political power and the external problem of attribution orientation to examine the autonomy of
development of China's social organization. Such thinking, however, cannot explain correctly the autonomy of the
development of Chinese social organizations. “Intrinsic autonomy” presents objectively the ability of social
organizations to adopt flexible and autonomous action strategies to deal with the established institutional environment
according to specific circumstances. This autonomy is manifested as ‘“structure-action” response between
“independence and autonomy,” policy response to the “different system producers” effect and actors' micro- power
production in “life digestion system.” Transcending “structural autonomy” to “intrinsic autonomy” is helpful for us to
really promote the development of social organization in value reflection.

Key Words: structural autonomy; intrinsic autonomy; autonomy; social organization; “stat-society”
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