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Analysis of compositional differencesin social networks and
imbalance effect on “ strong-weak tie:” Based on a
survey on rural migrant workers “Threelnclusions’ in Hunan province

PAN Zequan, YANG Jinyue
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Rural migrant workers’ social networks have received close attention from researchers as a fundamental
issue. But the internal components and the strength structure of the networks have been ignored. Based on a survey on
rural migrant workers' “Three Inclusions” in Hunan province, the present essay establishes a series of multiple linear
regression models to discuss the structure of migrant workers’ social networks. The results show that there are large
differences in the composition of migrant workers’ sentimental, instrumental, and contact networks in terms of
resources supply, that geographical relation no longer maintains the boundary of migrant workers’ social networks, that
friendship relations are becoming important dependable resources, that migrant workers are isolated from city residents,
where exist widespread imbalance effects between “strong-weak tie,” and that the individual features, flow
characteristics and economic status of migrant workers have different influences in their different types of social
networks.

Key Words: rural migrant workers; reconstruction of social networks; internal structure; strong tie; weak tie
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