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The mighty function and motivation of Chinese classifier in
the per spective of cross-dialect comparison

GAO Yanan
(School of International Education, Shenyang Aerospace University, Shenyang 110036, China)

Abstract: Chinese classifier is a mighty category. At the semantic level, it is a unit with such functions as measuring,
classifying, coloring, and referring. At the level of syntax, it can almost serve as all syntactic components independent
in certain conditions, even independent sentences. At the mighty level, dialect classifier chains are "Yue dialects,
Wa dialect, Min dialect > Xiang dialect, Hakka dialect, Northern dialect, Gan dialect > Hui dialect, Pinghua dialect, Jin
Dialect." The mighty function of Chinese classifiers results from the combined action of exposure of national language
and development of the language itself, with the cultural dialectical characteristics of Chinese nation, overall and vague
cognition as its internal drive.

Key Words: multi function of Chinese classifier; mighty word classes; cross dialects comparison; culture driven
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