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On thelocal self-governing system at
the early stages of Nanjing National Gover nment

HUANG Zhende
(School of History and Culture, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: When the Kuomintang (KMT) implemented the political tutelage, the local self-government as its central
work unit, played an important part, stipulating complete self-governing system, including establishing local
autonomous units and levels, their components and rights, contents of self-autonomous affairs, financial sources and
monfy-raising. The local self-governing system in the early period of Nanjing National Government departed partly
from the theory of Sun Yat-sen in the units and financial sources of the self-governing, but generally complied with Sun
Yat-sen’s conception of development and construction of democratic rights. However, the local self-government system
had such fatal weaknesses as ineffective implementation, too wide range of self-government affairs and the lack of
adequate financial support, which inevitably restricted the practice of self-government in each county.

Key Words: Nanjing National Government; local self-governing system; political tutelage
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