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Representing black experience with “Whole Sight”:
A general review of Charles Johnson’s concept of
philosophical black fiction

CHEN Houliang, JIA Yanyan

(School of Foreign Languages, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan, 430074, China)

experience.

Abstract: Raised by contemporary African American novelist Charles Johnson, philosophical black fiction is a
particular literary category with rich and unique aesthetic merits, which results from his applying philosophical and
spiritual thinking to the innovation of black literary creation under the guidance of John Gardner’s moral fiction. From
Johnson’s viewpoint, black fiction had already run into a stagnation by the 1970s, and changes must be made both in
literary forms and contents to promote its development, while his philosophical black fiction is such a promotion. With
its rejection to any reduction of literature to philosophical doctrine or political propaganda, and its rejection to
representing the object with preoccupied assumption, it refuses to narrow down its concerns over racial politics from an

essentialist point of view, and argues for a multicultural aesthetics to bring out a “whole-sight” representation of black

Key Words. Charles Johnson; philosophical black fiction; racial politics; black aesthetics
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