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On theimproper competition in the minimum wage
among Chinese local gover nments and its counter measures

LI Zhikai
(School of Law, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044, China)

Abstract: The minimum wage in China is "non-market wage" formed under administrative regulations, which has been
in the public policy space for a long time and has become the tool of competition among local governments, violating
the rational principle of administration. How to ensure the behavioral rationality of the local government and local
officials while keeping the legitimacy of the discretion of the local government at the same time has become an urgent
problem to solve. The reasonable judgment of the minimum wage standard and the competition of the local
governments behind should jump out of the narrow perspective of laborers' protection. And according to the principle of
proportion, the key review should be transferred to guaranteeing the integrity, the liquidity and equity of economic
community to understand the whole interests of laborers, with the key lying in "coordination" rather than its narrow
sense of "protection."

Key Words: minimum wage; competition among local governments; proportional principle
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