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Mar x'sthought of social power in the period of Rhine Newspaper
PAN Le
(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Marx's thought of social power is an important part of historical materialism, which began from his social
practice in Rhine Newspaper. In this period, Marx's philosophical foundation was still Hegel's philosophy of law, but
with the gradual deepening of social reality, Marx discovered the legal irrationality which hid behind the legal right and
determined law. And the basis for such irrationality is a special class privilege and privilege which can be attributed to
relation among material interests. So, Marx discovered an pre-rational objective relationship, which determines the
personal interests and the common interests in politics of extreme opposition. This kind of relation is the relation of the
social power, one of domination of one person over another.

Key Words: social power; material interests; philosophy of right; free publication; social reality



