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On Habermas theory of complementary
relationship between law and morality

LIU Guangbin
(School of Marxism, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Habermas explored the relationship between law and morality, pointing out from the view of sociology that,
with the rationalization of the real world from which law and morality derived, the relationship between law and
morality needs to be reconsidered. He argued from the perspective of natural law that law is based on the morality, that
empirical law in a neutral relation between law and morality and that both views misunderstood the relation between
law and morality. He started from discourse theory, and pointed out that law made up for the defects of morality in its
functions and that morality provided legitimacy for law, thus clarifying the complementary relationship between law
and morality. Habermas's theory of complementary relationship between law and morality enriches the resources of
legal philosophy.

Key Words: Habermas; law and morality; complementary relationship; discourse theory
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