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Harper Collins,1991.

A study on the decline of village community in England
CHEN Lijun
(Research Institute of European Civilization, Tianjin Normal University ,Tianjin 300387,China)

Abstract: Village community is an important grass-roots organization of rural society in England, whose decline should
be marked by the total loss of the common rights in the village as a sign. And such loss mainly includes two meanings:
one refers to the loss of common rights of land, namely, loss of collective property rights of the uncultivated land and
gleaning and grazing rights of the asset; the other refers to the loss of their rights of the management of public affairs in
the village, namely, their loss of equal participation and independent management of village affairs rights. The former is
accompanied by the destruction of common land, while the latter is caused by the fact that with the division of peasants
and the rise of the nation, the village has been incorporated into the local administrative organizations of the nation (or
the crown). Exploration of the above issues will further specify the real force of driving the village community to
decline, which, rather than the result of the enclosure movement or the plunder of the capitalists, results from the
general increase of the strength of individual farmers.

Key Words: village community; rural grass-roots organizations; common rights; enclosure
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