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Edward H. Hume's contribution to early Sino-American
collabor atively-run schools and hisinfluences
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Abstract: With the dream of establishing a medical university in mind, Hume was assigned to China by Yale. The
Hsiang-ya medical college, whose preparation and management Hume was involved in, was the first higher medical
education institution that was established through Sino-American collaboration. Because of the necessity to take into
consideration the intentions of both sides, the college was endowed with educational characteristics different from those
of average Chinese colleges and missionary schools at that time. What the college achieved in medical education and in
cultivation of students' personality also exerted great influence on Hume’s ideals in school-running so that when he
served as the president of Yale in China, he attempted to reform the academic education of Yale's private institutions by
borrowing Hsiang-ya's model so as to be adapted to the rising Chinese nationalism. His ideals included letting Christian
Chinese control Yali to eliminate the label of foreign institution on Yali, canceling compulsory religious courses and
religious rituals, combining itself with Chinese native culture so as to be integrated into Chinese society, and the like.
Both Hume and his colleagues stressed the importance of maintaining Yale-in-China’s emphasis on religious beliefs, but
due to different understandings of the trend of restoring educational rights in China, they could not reach an
agreement on how to achieve this goal. As a result, Hume’s reforming proposal could not be accepted by the Board of
managers, and Yale-in-China lost the last opportunity of taking the initiative so that Yale-in-China’s educational
enterprise was cut short soon.

Key Words: E. H. Hume; Hsiang-ya; Yali; the Movement of Restoring Educational Rights

[4RiE: TFE]



