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Film criticism beyond feminism:
L oss of value of Agnés Varda's Le Bonheur

ZHAO Pu
(College of Media and International Culture, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: As a classic representative of feminist movies, Agnés Varda’s works are generally included in the system of
feminist film criticism. In this context, her early work Le Bonheur has experienced an interpreting process from being
criticized to being approved of. The criticism of Le Bonheur is complicated, which reflects the changes of both the
internal views and methods of the criticism. However, the interpretation does not gain effectiveness according to the
changes. The reason is that such kind of criticism adopts formalist analysis to prove itself, based on a presupposed view
of feminism, rather than investigating the specific ideological background, creative ideas, practical gains and loss of a
particular work. Considered from the perspective of artistic techniques and aesthetic effects, Le Bonheur is actually an
immature experimental work. The limitation of feminist film criticism will hinder possibility of transforming the work
into successful experiences.
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