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I nter active logic of township administrative division adjustment and
function transfor mation of township gover nment

HUANG Jianhong, YAN Jiahua

(Oriental Institute of Science and Technology, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China;
School of Public Administration, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: By analyzing the history of township administrative division adjustment of Wangcheng District of Changsha
City, which is representative and typical, we find out that since the establishment of the PRC, China's township
administrative division has experienced four stages of change, mainly, “the people’s commune stage” in the early years
of the new nation, stage of “area over the villages and towns” in Reform and Opening period, the stage of “withdrawing
region from the town” in the development period of market economy, and the stage of “changing rural area into streets”
in the period of urban and rural integration. At the same time, corresponding to four stages, township government, since
its establishment, has also experienced a series of functional transformation from “universal management” pattern at the
early stage of founding state, the pattern of ““ bias towards rural development™ in the period of Reform and Opening, the
pattern of “both rural and urban development” in the period of market economy and the pattern of “bias towards town
development” in the period of rural-urban integration. Because of the need to maintain social and political stability at
the grass-roots level and promote the development of rural economy, it is vital to exert interactivity between township
administrative division adjustment and township functional transformation. The interactive logic plays an important role
in guiding and enlightening the present and future of reform in the township administrative system in our country.

Key Words: township government; administrative divisions; the function of township government; the administrative
system of township; Wangcheng District of Changsha city
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