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Thereturn from knowledge subject to ethics subject:
The ethical dimension of Foucault's aesthetics of existence

CHEN Shuai'*2, LIN Bin'

(1. School of Marxism, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China;
2. School of Marxism, Hunan Institute of Technology, Hengyang 421002, China)

Abstract: The Subject is the central issue of Foucault study; by revealing the truth of the Subject, Foucault points out a
way for the ethical subjectification of individual aesthetic existence. In his theory of Aesthetics of Existence in his later
years, he points out that the replacement of the Subject of Knowledge by the Subject of Ethics stems from the result that
the central position of “epimeleia heautou” is replaced by “gnothi seauton,” which results in that ethical aesthetic
existence gives way to the will for truth. The construction of the Subject of Knowledge based on differentiation practice
not only conceals the logic of power and makes the construction of the Subject of Knowledge normative and passive,
but also lets the subjectivity cancel the unique aesthetic meaning of the existence of the individual. Foucault attempts to
seek a way to return to the existence of the individual by practising the aesthetics of existence through individual
“technologies of the self,” letting the individual out of the universal and normative so as to realize the individual's free,
aesthetic, and ethical existence through an ethical subjectification.

Key Words: the Subject of Knowledge; power; the Subject of Ethics; aesthetics of existence; technologies of the self
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