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Establishing the social responsibility of transnational cor porations:
A complementary analysis based on horizontal human rights obligations

MAO Junxiang, SHENG Xi
(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Although existing research has laid some theoretical foundations for establishing the social responsibility of
transnational corporations, there are still some shortcomings. Analyzing the social responsibility of transnational
corporations from the perspective of horizontal obligations can form a complementary theoretical framework for the
establishment of the social responsibility of transnational corporations. Under the horizontal human rights obligations,
the obligation level of the social responsibility of transnational corporations becomes clear, namely the responsibility to
protect, respect and remedy. And to regulate the social responsibility of transnational corporations by the way of the
domestic law and international law will thus have a specific obligation standard. In order to provide China’s
corporations a more concrete and effective guidance to shoulder social responsibilities in the process of foreign
investment, the responsibility to protect, respect and remedy may be incorporated into the domestic legislation and
bilateral investment agreements.

Key Words: transnational corporations; social responsibility; horizontal human rights obligations
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