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The governor of theriver and the politics of
theimperial power in the early Qing Dynasty:
A case study on the Jinfu’s managing the Yellow River

JIA Guojing
(School of History and Culture, Shandong University, Jinan 250199, China)

Abstract: In the early Qing Dynasty, managing the Yellow River was one of the most important affairs, so the Emperor,
governors of the river, the high-ranking officials and local governors all played an important role in this area. There
were so many political events on how to manage the Yellow River well, among which the most representative was
Jinfu's managing the Yellow River. Jinfu made great achievements under the close care and support of the Kangxi
Emperor, but he was framed into the factional strife abhorred by the Kangxi Emperor and was ousted from his position
for his further activities of managing the Yellow River, which damaged the profits of the high-ranking officials and local
governors. The whole affair was filled with ups and downs, which disclosed rivalry and disputes over power and
interests, and reflected the cultural particularity of the politics of the imperial power.

Key Words: the early Qing Dynasty; Jinfu’s managing the Yellow River; the governor of the river; the politics of the
imperial power
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