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The public communication of wu shan zen buddhistsin
the Southern Song dynasty and the writing of four and six proses:
With Shu asthe center for study

DAILu

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai200433, China)

Abstract: The four and six Shu proses of Wu Shan Zen buddhists in the Southern Song Dynasty mainly consist of
persuasion, mountain gate, mountains, lake and river, and alms, the writers of which mainly belonged to the doctrine of
Da Hui Zong Gao and mainly functioned as public communication. First, the composition of Song's Shu proses had
witnessed the transformation from the Shu composed by men of letters to that by Buddhists and the appearance of Wu
Shan Buddhists as the independent group of composition happened in the late period of South Song Dynasty. The Shu
represented itself as  the precise classification, the increase in the occasion on which Shu was used and the richness of
writing styles. Second, the system of leader selection of Wu Shan's Zen temple promoted the interaction between
temples and political power, leading to the maturity amd exerting great influence on the tact of expression and the
structure of Four and Six Shu. Third, the construction of temple of Wu Shan Zen Buddhism provided wide space for the
Shu which functioned as alms, for the writers used four and six proses to set up theory of Zen casually and opened the
gate to the Zen intelligence while at the same time keep the character of Zen literature.

Key Words: the Southern Song dynasty; wu shan zen buddhists; public communication; shu of four andsix proses; the
selection of temple leaders
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