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M oder nity relevance of literaturein the 1980s and the 1990s

LU Yanpeng

(College of Art, Southeast University, Nanjing 210063, China;
Chinese Department, Zaozhuang College, Zaozhuang 277160, China)

Abstract: In literature studies on chronology or dynastic history, there exist two opposing ideological trends. So if we

investigate the relationship between the 1980s and the 1990s, it will be easier to find out the narrative historical

continuity of the two, and that their innate continuity is greater than their superficial “rupture” and otherness. By

seaming historical rupture, and by abutting literature passages from the 1980s to the 1990s from modern and holistic

perspective, the present essay hackles the literary expression for Chinese modern history and experience, finds a clear

historical context to grasp the self understanding and self identity of contemporary China, and explores the aesthetic

logic and internal rules in continuous space-time. Modernist novels represented Chinese imagination and social progress

of modernization in the 1980s and expressed individual sensitive experience to the modern, from which actually started

the dispute about modernity and post-modernism of the 1990s.

Key Words: historical continuity; modernity; literary modernity; dating literature; modernity narrative
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