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Research on the logic of multiple modernities explained by Eisenstadt

RAO Yijun
(Public Administration School of Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: S.N.Eisenstadt exposed the logic of multiple modernities through questioning and criticizing social evolution
theories after Marx’s and Weber’s, rethinking complex modern history, making comparative historical analysis to
observe dynamical process and developing orientation of modernities from origin and the spreading to ultimate shaping.
He believed that the best way to understand the contempory world was to view it as a story of continual constitution and
reconstituion of a multiplicity of cultural programs. Understanding the characteristics of multiple modernities is of great
theoretical and practical significance to recognize the world and its developing direction, and to recognize special
actuality of various societies as well.
Key Words: S.N. Eisenstadt; Multiple Modernities; logic
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