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| ssaving life possible?
——On thedilemma of Michel Henry’stheory of saving life

LIU Shaoming
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: As the modern French phenomenologist Michel Henry believes, life has been alienated in the formalism,
collectivism and historicism. To go back to the authenticity of life and save life, we should criticize and discard the
three, which are obstacles of saving life. However, as one of the formalism, science and the technology break away
from the transcendental position in view of the form, but they still constantly release the energy of the life. As another
formalism, political economy will at last give indirectly material and spiritual wealth. At the same time, the spread of
information has been criticized in that it has caused the formalizing and nihilism of the experience, but it has still
enhanced the ability of the auto-affection of the life. Even though collectivism throws the individual away in terms of
the narrative, the subjectivity of the life still absorbs the good result of it and continues to expand and extend its ability
of the auto-affection. At last, historicism seemingly formalizes the history and throws the internal history of life away,
but its aim always pays some intentions to the life. All in all, simply criticizing and discarding the three obstacles not
only fail to save life, but also may cause the result of negation of life, and at last lead into a dilemma.

Key Words: Michel Henry; life; saving; formalism; collectivism; historicism
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