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On Hegel’ s concept of labor and itsdilemma
WU Peng
(School of Philosophy and Society, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Young Hegel inherited the concept of “labor” from classical economics and opened up a whole new
perspective to understand the thesis of labor. He brought the most core and basic economic concept of “labor” from
classical economics into the theoretical vision of philosophy. Hegel applied labor to philosophical thinking of human
and nature, human and self, human and society and other questions which made the concept of labor shift from the level
of physics economy to the level of philosophical metaphysics. This surpasses the one-dimensional understanding of
“thing” of labor in classical economics and highlights the connotation of human nature of labor concept. But in Hegel’s
philosophical system, as the basis of settling down and living in peace, material production activity is only a link that
absoluteness demonstrates itself. In this sense, Hegel’s concept of labor will definitely be stuck in the black hole of
“absolute spirit”. Marx had profound insights into the difficulties and limitations of Hegel’s concept of labor, criticizing
it from position, method and viewpoints, then putting the “labor” out of the shadow of “absolute spirit”, and making it
the thinking horizon of his whole world outlook and philosophy.
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