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The research on the diachronic substitution of
“Luan(8P)” semantic field in Chinese

LONG Dan
(The School of Literature, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The development of “Luan (J})”’semantic field in Chinese can be divided into three stages: the first was in
the Pre-Qin and Western Han Dynasty with “Luan (5l¥)” as the only one word of the semantic field, the second was in
the Eastern Han Dynasty with “Zi ()" appearing in this semantic field, and the third was in the Song Dynasty with a
new member of the “Dan ()" appearing and used widely. From the view of Diachronic Substitution, “Luan (5F)”
semantic field was an active concept field which experienced two alternatives: one was the incomplete substitution of
“Luan (JN)” by “Zi (¥")” from the Eastern Han to Sui and Tang dynasties, and the other was the complete substitution
of “Luan (J})” by “Dan (&) in Yuan and Ming dynasties.

Key Words: Luan (5); Zi (F); Dan (£K); word substitution
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