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Punishing and governing life and aesthetics of existence:
Reading Orwell’s Nineteen Eight-Four

ZHI Yunbo, LIU Li
(School of Humanities, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: Based on the theory of biopolitique which was initiated by Foucault, the present essay clearly illustrates the
bio-political nature disclosed in the totalitarian novel Nineteen Eight-Four by Orwell. Employing Big Brother as a
symbol of power, Oceania, a country ruled by Ing. Soc, imposed a series of physical punishments and life governance
techniques on Winston Smith, who was an outer party member. In the novel, Orwell reveals to us how the individual life
could be reduced to bare life after suffering the political and technological interpenetration, and meanwhile he also
expresses his deep concern for human life as well as his hope and pursuit for existence of aesthetics in the life field.
Key Words: Orwell; Nineteen Eight-Four; biopolitics; aesthetics of existence
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