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Three topics on the relationship between early tomb-calmed
writings and ghost stories

LI Wanying
(School of Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin 30071, China)

Abstract: The present essay, by taking three topics for example, aims at a deep interpretation of the social concepts of
the early tomb-calmed writings and the ghost stories. First, in the stories of communicaion and even love between
humans and ghosts, the boundary of human world and the nether world is broken and becomes the start of implied
narration, and the concept of different ways between the living and the dead in the tomb-calmed writings becomes an
important narrative factor. Second, the idea of “repetition” in the tomb-calmed writings has the same way of thinking as
the story of “misjudgment” in the ghost novel. Third, the image of “replacer” in the tomb-calmed writings is endowed
with the characteristics of servant and with the literary coloring. Same as the psychological basis of the image of
“replacer”, the story of “burial objects” appear in the ghost novels and the image of “burial maid” become mature.

Key Words: tomb-calmed writings; the ghost novel; different ways between the living and the dead; repetition;
misjudgment; burial objects [4REE: WA
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