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“Art is the bridge to the other”: Charles Johnson’s novel ethics
CHEN Houliang, SHEN Fuying

(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Shandong University of Finance and Economy, Jinan 250014, China;
School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: It has been a very controversial task to evaluate Charles Johnson’s works. Some critics praise him for his
contribution to promoting black literature with his neo-slave narratives, while many others criticize him for his betrayal
against black nationalism. From Johnson’s perspective, however, the aesthetic concern of literary creation is in
accordance with its political concerns. No matter whether we aim to create beautiful art or a just society, we are seeking
the same values of Truth, Beauty, and Goodness. The moral novel in its real sense should lead readers to clearing up
misunderstanding and improving mutual understanding, so as to promote the creation of a harmonious “beloved
society”. Such an aim is at once ethical and political, since it intends not only to improve human relationship
transcending race, class, color, and nation, but also to bring about a final social change.

Key Words: Charles Johnson; moral fiction; novel ethics; neo-slave narrative
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