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Aying’s theory of formal ideology
XU Xu
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Hefei Union University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: Jameson’s theory of Formal Ideology evolves from the standard of Marxist critique of historicism, which
gives up dialectical study on content and form. For years, his logical inference built on the demand of hermeneutics in
culture has been inadequate to solve specific problems on the content and form in Chinese literature. By comparison,
Aying, a Chinese left-wing critic raised the topic again in the 1920s, analyzing the topic of Form on the scope of the a
particular stage in the revolutionary literature and the relationship between content and form. Thus, the triple cognition
on form takes shape: class nature in the form, correspondence in the form and growth in the form. This cognition
provides a new way to solve the problem of content and form in Chinese literature.
Key Words: Aying; Jameson; form; Ideology; Multiplicity
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