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Adjustment of the power mind in hegemonic transfer:
Taking the power transfer between UK and
US in the Middle East after WWII for example

LIU Mingzhou

(Department of Politics, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Although the trend of the hegemonic transfer can be determined by economic capacity, official mind under

the special context plays an important role in the process. After WWII, ensuring UK’s world position by containing

Soviet Union was Whitehall’s important policy. British government was determined to maintain its exclusive

hegemonic position in the Middle East, and being filled with confidence was the typical feature of British official mind.

Under the pressure of the nationalists’ challenge and the strategy of the US, UK tried to prove its hegemony by showing

its leading position in the area, and anxiety without confidence was UK’s new feature. When breaking with nationalists,

UK tried to show its hegemony by risking everything on a single venture, and gambling became the new characteristic.

When the adventure failed, UK recognized the priority of the Cold War of the US, and the hegemonic transfer in the

Middle East was basically completed. British adjustment in official mind reveals that hegemonic transfer is also a kind

of subjective process in which official mind changes.

Key Words: UK; great power mentality; hegemonic transfer; the Middle East; USA; Suez canal crisis
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