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An analysis of Dahl’s democratic political culture thought
and its revelation to China

LIU Yang
(Law School, Shandong University at Weihai, Weihai 264209, China)

Abstract: The correlation between political culture and democracy is one of the important issues in politics from the
classical era to the contemporary. There are both similar and different points between Dahl’s theory of democratic
political culture and contemporary mainstream political cultural research paradigm. In terms of democratic political
culture connotation, Dahl thinks that equal value is the foundation, that the self-interest of civilization is the important
content, and that political belief is the direct embodiment. The formation of democratic political culture follows the dual
logic of the individual and the structure. The complex effect of interpersonal interaction, market economy, modern
dynamic multiple society and historical factors all exert an important influence on its development. Construction and
the future development of contemporary China’s democratic political culture need not only to cultivate political culture
of believing in democracy, agreeing with democracy, maintaining the democratic, to explore, maintain and consolidate
the value of equality consciousness, to guide and cultivate the civil consciousness within the scope of internal subjective
aspects of evolution and adjustment, but also to develop market economy and strengthen the social autonomy to
facilitate the nourish and vault of structural factors of democratic political culture growth environment.

Key Words: Dahl; democratic political culture; equal value; the self-interest of civilization; political belief; market

economy; social autonomy
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