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Authentic and non-mysterious:
The trait of original experience of Confucianism

LI Haichao
(Advanced Institute of Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: According to the situation in which the experience happened, the way of cultivation, and descriptive
language, original experience of Confucianism can be divided into two types: mysterious experience and
non-mysterious experience. The former is metaphysical experience which is too profound and mysterious to be acquired
by general people; the latter refers to originally emotional experience which is easy to be gotten by general people, and
is the trait of original experience of Confucianism. In the modern times, under the influence of western philosophy and
comparative religion in particular, scholars always indiscriminately see the original experience of Confucianism as
mystical. This leads to the ignorance of the non-mysterious experience of Confucianism, which is actually the original
experience of Confucianism based on human relational life. Recovering and carrying forward the original experience of
Confucianism which is based on human relational life will exert great significance on people’s understanding of
Confucian tradition and on the development of Confucianism in modern society.

Key Words: Confucianism; original experience; mysticism; metaphysical experience; originally emotional experience
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