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On German source of Marx’s concept of ideology
CHEN Ming
(College of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Marx’s concept of ideology originates not only from French source of sentimentalism, but also from German
source of rationalism. German origin mainly includes both Hegel’s combination of alienation and ideology and
Feuerbach’s criticisms on religious building. Hegel’s explanations of the alienation and profound disclosure of the false
and deceptive essence of building lay the foundation for the fundamental transformation of Marx’s ideology.
Feuerbach’s criticism on religion enlightens Marx on elucidating the negative meaning of the concept of ideology. Marx
creates the concept of ideology on the basis of the above-mentioned origin. Only by fully grasping the German source
of Marx’s ideology, can we accurately understand the negativity of Marx’s congcept of ideology.

Key Words: Marx; ideology; German source; sensationalism; rationalism; alienation; building
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