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Classification of household registration system in Qin & Han dynasties:
Transformation from the title of nobility to the owning of property

QI Jiwei
(Yuelu Academy, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: The classification of household registration plays an important role in the establishment of political and
economic system of authoritarian society, and is the inevitable product of household system development in
authoritarian times. From Qin to early Han dynasties, the classification is related with “4% H#”, which shows
distinctive characteristics based on the title hierarchy. Since Wu empire, with the development of land privatization, “#
> has been destroyed. Meanwhile, the differentiation between the rich and the poor makes the levy of taxes and
corvee labors and the classification of household reached through “*-%%”. Therefore, the classification system of
household records is transformed to that based on owning of property.

Key Words: Qin & Han dynasties; household registration system; classification; the title of nobility
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